District III Meeting
Reston, Virginia

May 20, 2011
0.0 Call to Order and Welcome: Director Martin Baker called the meeting to order at 7:20 PM.
1.0 District III Honors and Awards Presentation

1.1 Service Award – Presented by Sharon Summers to Lori Bristow, ATC

1.2 Most Distinguished Athletic Trainer Awards – Presented by John Lopez to:

1.2.1 Mark White, MS, ATC

1.2.2 Randy Meador, MS, ATC

1.3 MAATA Hall of Fame

1.3.1 Those grandfathered into the MAATA Hall of Fame from the NATA Hall of Fame: Paul Grace, Dave Parrin, Bill Prentice, Warren Ariail, Fred Hoover, Andy Clawson, Rod Walters, and Joe Gieck

1.3.2 John Spiker, PT, ATC – nominator and presenter Rod Walters

1.3.3 Al Proctor, AT – nominator and presenter Rod Walters

1.3.4 Marty Bradley, MS, ATC – nominator and presenter Scott Johnson

1.3.5 John Lopez, ATC – nominator and presenter Bob Casmus

2.0 Secretary’s Report – Patricia Aronson

2.1 Newsletter and Website – feedback is welcome. Feel free to send items of interest 

2.2 E-Blasts – please update your e-mail address with the NATA  

3.0 Treasurer’s Report – Robert Cable
3.1 The report from May 2010 to April 2011 was presented, explained, and discussed.

3.2 The report showed dues distributions and legal fees; these items were explained further. 

3.3 The report showed a decrease in attendance this year. Last year we had 389 at Virginia Beach, there 359 in attendance at this meeting. 
4.0 Introduction of Dave Saddler, Associate Executive Director of the NATA – Director Martin Baker

5.0 Association News – Martin Baker, District III Director
5.1 Membership numbers - NATA Membership as increased from 26,283 members in 2010 to 27, 131 in 2011
5.2 NATA Finances – The NATA market investments continue to trend in a positive direction. It is projected that for the most recent fiscal period the NATA ended the year with a surplus.  For the third year the NATA BOD approved a deficit budget.
5.3 Presidential Election – Marje Albohm is in her last year as NATA President. Three candidates are being considered: Jim Thornton (District II), Mark Gibson (District IV), and Terry Noonan (District V). The BOD (and past members of the BOD) will vote on who will be the 2 candidates to run for president at their meeting in New Orleans in June. Controversy exists in a tie-breaking vote and who would cast this vote. It has been decided that the past-President of the NATA would make this vote, not the present President. Charlie Rosanski asked to be put on record that he is unhappy with the Executive Director of the NATA because she did not bring this to the attention of the BOD sooner.
5.4 Secondary School Injury Surveillance Outcomes Study (SSISOS) - This is known as “NATA Nations.”  Jon Almquist made remarks regarding this study. Outcomes measures are hoped to bring education on concussion management to all athletic trainers.
5.5 Formation of State Advisory Committee - This council is a result of the outgrowth of the Component Relations Task Force.  This body will make recommendations to the NATA BOD on matters of concern to state organizations. The State Association Group (SAG) will consist of 50 people grouped together in caucuses. From those caucuses 2-3 will sit on the State Association Advisory Council (SAAC). The SAAC will report to the BOD. This will be formed in New Orleans and functioning by the time we meet in St. Louis.

5.6 Legislative Initiatives – our federal legislative issues have not done well and national trends have changed (such as health care reform). 
5.7 Vision Quest – the NATA is trying to be proactive rather than reactive and grounded in reality with achievable goals. The REF, CAATE, BOC, and NATA were the primary stakeholders in this initiative, but there was representation from other contingencies. 
5.7.1 Vision for the Athletic Training Profession - Athletic trainers are integral members of the healthcare, wellness and sport communities, fully utilizing their knowledge, skills and abilities in the delivery of athletic training services that benefit the health and wellness status of our nation.
5.7.2 Development of Four (4) Strategic Goals:


1. Scope of practice and appropriate terminology: Ensure ATs can practice to the fullest extent of their scope of practice. This also harmonizes state practice acts using common language.
2. Degree requirements and quality of athletic training education programs: The identification of the degree associated with professional preparation is within the domain of the individual institutions housing the educational programs. Some baccalaureate programs may choose to transition to an entry level master’s program. Regardless of the degree offered, professional preparation must involve an educational program that is responsive to changes in both curriculum content and professional practice. The baccalaureate degree meets these needs at present.

3. Practice position, employment and reimbursement: Four AT practice models will exist concurrently: the School based/team based model, the Third-party payer model, the Employer-based model and the Cash model.
4. Research agenda for the future: the focus will be on comparative effectiveness research and evidence-based practice. This will establish the infrastructure to support research, establish regional research partnerships, and assess and pursue grant opportunities and other relevant activities. 
5.8 Amendments to the NATA By-Laws Proposal – This is intended to give non-BOC certified athletic trainer associate members the right to vote in association matters. This would be more inclusive, may make licensed athletic trainers feel a part of the association, and encourage non-BOC certified non-members to join the NATA. Each change was read by the Director and questions were asked for clarification, especially regarding the voting rights of other health professionals. Since there were 260 certified members registered for this meeting, and 115 certified athletic trainers were in attendance, there was not a quorum for voting on this proposal. The membership in attendance would like to go on record as opposing this amendment. The Director asked the certified athletic trainers present if as a group they were not in favor of the amendment and most responded with agreement. The Director asked if any certified athletic trainer present would speak in favor of this, but none responded. It was suggested that an e-blast vote be sent to the membership for voting on this change. Questions were asked regarding the number of districts that must vote in favor of this change for the by-laws to be amended. Director Baker explained that 2/3 (7 districts) must vote in favor of the changes. Three of 4 districts have already voted against the change.
5.9 Board of Certification (BOC) Recertification Fee -
5.9.1 The BOC charges an annual fee to credential-holders to cover the cost of maintaining services at the BOC. Historically this fee has been collected by the NATA as part of a member’s annual dues.  The NATA in turn pays the BOC on behalf of the membership. This fee currently stands at $14.50/year for NATA members. As part of an external review, the BOC was advised that its’ current procedure of having the NATA collect its re-credentialing fee was not in keeping with industry “best practices.” Further it was recommended that each credential holder pay individually as opposed to the group payment method currently utilized by the NATA. Starting in December with the normal renewal cycle, members will see more of an ala carte selection process when they renew their membership in the NATA. Members must choose that they wish to have the NATA collect, on the member’s behalf, the BOC certification fee to receive the discounted price for re-certification. Those NATA members that select to pay the BOC re-credentialing fee during their NATA dues renewal will be charge $34 dollars instead of the $50 charge for non-NATA members.

5.9.2 District III members currently pay $193/year.  This is broken down as $150/year for NATA dues and $43 for district and state dues. This will change for the 2012 dues renewal process.  A typical invoice for a District III member will look like this:
NATA membership



$150

BOC Re-certification Fee


$ 34

District & state dues



$ 43





Total

$227

The NATA will retain the $14.50 it previously collected and sent to the BOC.

5.9.3 The rationale for this increase was explained: The last time the NATA increased fees was in 2005 for the 2006 year, despite cost saving efforts, 2006 dollars do not “go as far” in 2011, and this increased revenue will be used to fund strategic initiatives (Vision Quest).
6.0 MAATA Members in the News - The following members of the MAATA are the recipients of National Awards to be presented in New Orleans in June: 
6.1 Most Distinguished Athletic Trainer (MDAT): Richie Bancells of the Baltimore Orioles, Lori Dewald of American Public University, Jay Scifers of Western Carolina University

6.2 NATA Fellows: Dr. David Perrin of UNCG and Dr. Susan Saliba of the University of Virginia

6.3 Athletic Trainer Service Award: Bill Griffin of Greensboro Orthopedics

6.4 CUATC Awards: Athletic Trainer of the Year Award In Junior College: Mandy Ryan of Louisburg College

7.0 Committee Reports

7.1 MAATA Student Senate - Jill Manner

7.2 DIII Representative to the NATA Public Relations Council - Heather Murphy (for Kelli Sabiston). 

7.2.1 The DIII State PR representatives were introduced:
MD – Beth Forney

NC – Eugene Everett

SC – Scott DeCiantis

VA – Heather Murphy

WV – Open

DC – Open

7.2.2 Kelli Sabiston is stepping down as the DIII representative on the NATA PR Council after 6 years of service. Heather Murphy (VA) will be taking over at the NATA meeting in June. Heather will be tasked with re-focusing PR efforts at the state level & having active representatives at the state level.

7.2.3 Recent NATA PR Council programs included National Athletic Training Month. The theme was “Not All Athletes Wear Jerseys.” Heather thanked those who participated. The PR Contest entries are being judged now and winners will be announced before the June NATA meeting. As a result of ongoing PR efforts following NATM, two stories were secured: one in the New York Times and one in USA Today.  Featured prominently, the New York Times story covered youth sports safety and the NATA pediatric overuse injuries position statement.  The USA Today story reported on baby boomers and exercise with important insights from Marje Albohm as NATA president.  The combined audience reached is more than 2.7 million impressions.
7.2.4 Youth Sports Safety Alliance – This continues to be an extremely important focus for the PR Council.  The NATA has remained an ardent supporter of youth sports safety and has repeatedly addressed the need for increased education, awareness and swift and comprehensive legislative action. With the support of more than 40 sports and health organizations, NATA hosted its second Youth Sports Safety Summit late last year as follow up to its creation of the Youth Sports Safety Alliance and first Summit in early 2010. NATA also announced a partnership with the National Football League to promote the passage of concussion legislation. A legislative press release was distributed to national media during NATM to highlight the legislative needs regarding youth sports safety.  For an overview of current state legislative efforts , please visit http://www.nata.org/sites/default/files/Athlete-Safety-Legislation-2011.pdf. For more information on youth sport safety, please visit www.youthsportssafetyalliance.org or www.nata.org.

7.2.5 A PBS/Frontline Documentary aired April 12th. The documentary focused on high school sports, primarily football and concussion/heat illness. The producers met with several NATA staff members and select athletic trainers to discuss trends, statistics, case histories, legislative efforts and the fact that only 42% of schools have access to athletic trainers.  

7.2.6 NATA PR Council programs in the works include the PR Council Meeting on Sunday June 19th 10:00am to 5:00pm at the national meeting in New Orleans; all members are welcome to observe. A press release is TBA. There will be continued alliances to address the youth sports safety crisis in America, continued push for safety legislation to be passed (head trauma, heat illness, sudden death, etc.), continued education on correct terminology used in the media, and continued support to districts & states with grassroots PR efforts.
7.3 MAATA Representative to the NATA CUATC Report - Bob Casmus, MS, LAT ATC 

7.3.1 The CUATC conference call was held in April and the main topic of discussion was the issue of student travel per the new CAATE guidelines. On the call with was Greg Gardner, Ph.D., ATC, the President of CAATE. The consensus was that ACIs need to do better in preparing athletic training students for the real world by giving them some graded autonomy and involving them more in how certified athletic trainers make decisions per injury evaluation, recognition, treatment and care, etc. There can be no unsupervised student travel because of liability concerns and state practice act rules and regulations. It was recommended by the CUATC that the members of the Strategic Alliance (NATA, CAATE and the BOC) consider a joint statement as to why there should be no unsupervised travel by students.  This may help explain to administrators or coaches that athletic training students may not perform the same role as a staff athletic trainer.

7.3.2 Also discussed was the new NCAA Division 1 rule requiring the certified athletic trainer to step in when strength and conditioning sessions appear to affect the health and safety of the student-athlete. The general feeling is that this rule may put athletic trainers in a precarious position with their coaching staffs and may cause strife with the strength and conditioning coaches. This also adds a work burden to the athletic training staff in place. This will be further discussed with an NCAA official at the June Meeting in New Orleans. 
7.3.3 Congratulations were extended to CUATC National Award Winner: Head Athletic Trainer Mandy Ryan of Louisburg College as she is the winner in the Junior College/Community College setting. 
7.3.4 There will be another call scheduled for May 23rd prior to the June convention; an update will be provided at the District Meeting in New Orleans.
7.4 MAATA Representative to the NATA Foundation Report - Bob Casmus, MS, LAT, ATC Highlights from the conference call held in April 2011 were reported: 
7.4.1 The NATA Foundation Board recently approved $4900 in Master’s Research Grants to be shared among five recipients for April 2011. 

7.4.2 The Student Leadership Breakfast will be free for students attending and registering for the breakfast. This year the NBA Athletic Trainers’ Association will be sponsoring the breakfast. 
7.4.3 The 20/20 campaign has begun; all members are encouraged to donate $20 to the NATA Foundation as this year marks the 20th anniversary of the NATA Foundation’s inception. 
7.4.4 The Athletic Training Student Challenge has received $9200 in pledges, an increase of 50% from last year.

7.4.5 The silent auction will again be held in New Orleans during the NATA Convention. Members are encouraged to stop by and inspect sports memorabilia items of interest.

7.4.6 The District III NATA Foundation Scholarship Winners for 2011 are: Masters level: Ashley Allen – Lynchburg College. Undergraduate level: Audrey Bolt – Lynchburg College; Leann McKay – University of Charleston, WV; Lindsay Martin - University of Charleston, WV; Patricia Combs – UNC-Chapel Hill; and Ashley Bracken – Western Carolina University. The deadlines for applying for Grant and Research Funding, as well as the applications, can be found on the NATA Foundation website.
7.5 MAATA Representative to the NATA Young Professional Committee - Jay Sedory, MEd, ATC
7.5.1 Jay reported it was a very productive year for the Young Professional’s Committee.  This is the first full year as a district committee. The Committee is comprised of a member from each state: 

Zach Ruble – MD

Meredith Dotson – WV

Lisa Friesen – VA

Ashley Long – NC

Dawn Minton – SC

7.5.2 Jay highlighted the Committee’s efforts and work this year on the district level: the Committee members were involved with leadership development; they developed their leadership/ AT philosophy statement, HOF member Kevin Webster led a discussion, they were assigned to read, review, and discuss a leadership book, and they created the following committee mission statement: 



The Young Professionals Committee of District III exists to support the membership of the MAATA by providing opportunities for young professionals to become engaged in community initiatives, leadership training, continuing education, and networking opportunities within the NATA.  

7.5.3 At the National level an initiative was promoted: the ATEP Outreach project was designed to reach out to ATEP upper classmen (future YPs) and present them 3 main topics: immediate life after college, function of the YPC, and importance of NATA leadership and involvement.  They used YPs in the area to present in this formation and share their personal experiences with students. The national goal was to reach 50% of ATEPs and DIII has exceeded that goal and is far ahead compared to any other district.

7.5.4 The YPC is proud to announce a YP page on the District Website with thanks going to the District Board and webmaster. The website will serve as a useful resource with original material that will help YPs. It is hoped that ATEP instructors will point to this website for information.  Currently the information and content is being developed.
7.5.5 Saturday the YPC will continue the tradition of an YP Social at the America Tap Room at 4:30pm, where words of advice will be given by District leaders.  YPs and senior athletic training students are welcome to attend.  Thanks were given to sponsors of the NATA and Medco; door prizes will be available. Another initiative by the national committee is the Take 5 project.  At the social, there will be 1-2 minute interviews.  These clips will serve as video blogs on the national website. YPs are serving as the official – unofficial photographers of the District meeting.  Photos will be available after the meeting.

7.5.6 At the National level, YPs are encouraged to check the YP page for all the events at the annual meeting. Jay highlighted the community service project and stated they still need volunteers for this activity. 

7.6 MAATA Representative to the Secondary School Committee - John Reynolds, ATC   
7.6.1 Concussion legislation is very important and the SSATC advice is to get involved in any legislation ASAP.

7.6.2 There are many documents available for HS ATs that are very beneficial.

7.6.3 ANNOUNCEMENT: Virginia has again won the Dan Campbell Award.
7.7 MAATA Representative to the NATA Hall of Fame Subcommittee – John Lopez 

John reported that new forms and rating system will be developed by the Committee this summer.
7.8 MAATA Golf Tournament - Scott Johnson – Scott announced that $450 was made for the scholarship fund this year.
8.0 MAATA Scholarship Presentations – Renee Cork – the 2011 MAATA awards were announced:
Edward Block Undergraduate: Ashley Bracken, Western Carolina University 

Edward Block Undergraduate Runner Up: Jessica Koller, Salisbury State University
Larry Sutton Postgraduate Scholarship First Place: Christine Mitchell, University of South Carolina
Larry Sutton Postgraduate Scholarship Runner Up: Emily Wittington, Western Carolina University
AC Whitey Gwynn: Jeffery Paszkewicz, Old Dominion University
AC Whitey Gwynn  Runner Up: Hideomi Masuda, West Virginia Wesleyan College
9.0 Announcements: John Knaul encouraged people to visit the Exhibits and said there will be a raffle.
10.0 Scheduling of next District Meetings: The next DIII Meeting will be held at the NATA Meeting and Symposium in New Orleans (June 18, 2011).
The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 by Director Baker.
Respectfully Submitted by,
Patricia Aronson, PhD, ATC

District III Secretary

